e
136. VELKA PARDUBICKA S_L‘i“{,!é

SE SLAVIA POJISTOVNOU

136. VELKA PARDUBICKA SE SLAVIA POJISTOVNOU
OCTOBER 11, 2026

TIPSTER'S VERDICT

11 a.m. — 1st race
CENA SPOLECNOSTI VCES - CENA LATY BRANDISOVE
Stcc — Category | race — 4+ mares — 4,200 m — 300,000 K¢

The tipster’s verdict: With her commanding performance in August’s trial race, VEZANA has
established herself as the clear favourite. She won that race comfortably by 11 lengths
ahead of today’s rival, Kubera. Whilst Kubera may be performing better than expected this
year, she has repeatedly struggled to peak in time for the October highlight, so | don’t see
her finishing in the top three today. Of today’s runners, Askerana was the highest-placed in
last year’s race. However, she is having a relatively poor and unlucky season this year, and |
give slightly better odds to Lady Recorder, over whom Askerana triumphed by a staggering
16-length margin in last year’s edition of this race. Lady Recorder has, however, been
showing good form in Italy recently and even managed to beat the solid Nordstrand there in
September. Although she is a rather rare visitor to Pardubice, she could well enjoy significant
success here today. The youngest entrant, Spicy Mango, could spring a surprise; ridden by
Josef Bartos, she has been making a significant impact in four-year-old races this year. In her
last start, she tried today’s distance and coped with it reasonably well, although compared
to her older rivals, stamina may be her weakness. However, the weather looks set to
produce a firmer track, which should eliminate this disadvantage.

(Martin Jakoubek)

Tip: Vezana — Lady Recorder — Spicy Mango

11.40 a.m. — 2nd race
CENA SPOLECNOSTI CHLADEK A TINTERA, PARDUBICE — CENA CASCH
Stcc — Category | prize —4 — 4,200 m — 300,000 K¢

The tipster’s verdict: At the height of the season for four-year-old cross-country runners,
DOCTOR RISK and Mor Bihan may repeat their clash from early August. The former, trained
by Pavel Tima, took to the start line after losing his jockey in his first two steeplechase
starts. There is certainly no doubt about his class, as so far the rule for him has been that if
he makes it to the finish line, he wins. In August, however, victory was far from certain for a
long time. The pacemaker, Mor Bihan, managed to catch up with him after the final jump
and ultimately lost by a mere neck. He also competed in Pardubice a month ago, but on that
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occasion he lost his jockey in the ‘zahradky’ section. Delindtor also failed to reach the finish
line in September, having fallen from fourth place on the final jump. Even without this
mistake, he would probably not have been able to beat third-placed Adlerstolz; on the
contrary, he could have aimed to avenge his August defeat against fourth-placed Mission
Accepted. Sasek has not appeared on the track since June. In the spring, however, he
finished second in two Pardubice steeplechases, with both Mor Bihan and Adlerstolz
finishing behind him. Apart from his current form, however, the longer distance also remains
a question mark.

(Jaroslav Fabris)

Tip: Doctor Risk — Mor Bihan — Adlerstolz

12.20 p.m. - 3rd race
POHAR BICZ HOLDING 2026
Stcc — Category Il handicap — 5+ — 4,600 m — 110,000 K¢

Tipster’s verdict: In the largest field of the main programme, there are no fewer than four
unbalanced horses, which is a truly rare sight at Pardubice. French Chardonney may
therefore have a decent chance; he tends to avoid this track and finished a distant sixth here
a month ago in a similar handicap. THIRY TIME should certainly line up as the favourite,
having won here a month ago; unfortunately, the race was annulled due to cars blocking the
racecourse. Foudre d’Allier proved a worthy opponent on that occasion, yet it does not look
as though he will be able to avenge that defeat here, partly due to the weight carry.
Workhann could prove a tougher rival; in that race, full of unpredictable events, he was
overtaken by the mare Dolla Milan, though this moment is missing from the footage due to
chaotic editing. She had already caught the eye back in May when she struggled with
handling, but if those issues have been resolved, she could have decent potential.

(Ferdinand Minarik)

Tip: Thiry Time — Workhann — Dolla Milan

1 p.m.- 4th race
CENA HEJTMANA PARDUBICKEHO KRAJE — CENA VLTAVY
Stcc — NL Prize — 5+ — 4,500 m — 700,000 K¢

Tipster’s verdict: Despite a fall in his preparatory race, Roscoff looks very strong amongst
the entrants for the Vitava Stakes. Last year, the five-year-old bay achieved solid results
against his peers, capping off the season with a thoroughly commanding victory in the



2

136. VELKA PARDUBICKA S_Lé‘{,!é

SE SLAVIA POJISTOVNOU

CASCH Stakes. This year, he has also made his mark amongst older horses. Although he
didn’t make it to the finish line last time out, if he completes the race, he will be in
contention for victory. In that race, the skilful Averis took second place and should once
again be in with a chance of a good placing; by contrast, Popinjay has posted somewhat
poorer results this season than in previous years. He is still an experienced horse, however,
and must be reckoned with. Roscoff’s main rival, though, is likely to be HIBERNIAN, this
year’s winner of the Korok Opening Cross-Country, who is defending his title in the Vitava
Prize. He is certainly capable of repeating that result, as, in addition to the aforementioned
successes, he finished third in the second qualifying race. Most recently, he took fourth place
in a Listed cross-country race in Poland. The winner of the fourth race at SluSovice, Je Suis
Sans Peur, has a slightly lower chance.

(Michaela Moricovd)

Tip: Hibernian — Roscoff — Averis

1.45 p.m. — 5th race
CENA LESU CESKE REPUBLIKY — CENA LABE
Stcc — L Prize — 6+ — 5,200 m — 1,000,000 CZK

The tipster’s verdict: Whilst two of Partoutatou’s offspring are heading back to the Velka
Pardubicka, their half-sister Ironika will be competing in the Labe Prize. This half-blood mare
has already achieved respectable results in Pardubice in the past; last year she finished
second in the Lata Brandisova Stakes, but this year she has matured into an excellent horse.
Following her second-place finish in the Korok Opening Cross-Country, she put in a stunning
performance in the second qualifier, where she surprised both the favourites and more
experienced rivals. In September, she finished as low as sixth in the Wielka Wroctawska in
Poland, but on her return to the Pardubice course she is among the favourites. However, the
team behind the gelding VIENNA CALLING, who has also worked his way into the promising
elite, are also eyeing victory. Last year, he finished fifth in the VItava Prize and won a
Category Il cross-country race; this year, he has recorded comfortable victories once again in
Category Il. Impas is also a capable contender, having secured two victories in Pardubice,
including his triumph in August’s Category lll cross-country race. He does occasionally have
an off day, but if he’s up for it, he should be on the board once again. In 2025, both No Risk
No Fun and Black Star won, though the former has only raced once this year, finishing sixth
in the fourth qualifying race, whilst the latter hasn’t raced since last August. Both certainly
have quality, but we’ll have to see how they measure up against this field.

(Michaela Moricovad)

Tip: Vienna Calling — Ironika — Impas
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2.25 p.m. — 6th race
POPLERUV MEMORIAL SPOLEENOSTI PROFI CREDIT
Stcc — NL price — 5+ — 3,300 m — 500,000 K¢

The tipster’s verdict: Following the retirement of Quart de Garde, the king of short cross-
country races in recent years, there are now several contenders in the running to take his
throne. ERIK LE VIKING, who has been among the elite for several years now, is probably the
favourite. He started the season later this year, but his form is gradually improving and he
should be perfectly prepared for the big day. Nordstrand is likely to be a serious rival. He has
been in good form this year, which he confirmed in Pardubice with a surprise third place in
the August qualifier. However, he traditionally performs excellently over shorter distances
too. Twickenham Park should not be underestimated either; whilst he was finding his feet in
Pardubice this year, he finished an unexpected third in the final trial for the Popler
Memorial, just 3% lengths behind Erik le Viking. At the age of five, further progress can be
expected, and a third-place finish is not out of the question for him, even at the peak of the
season. King Heart was renowned for his attacking tactics, which enabled him to keep even
otherwise stronger opponents at bay. Whilst he is finding it increasingly difficult as he gets
older, the weather should play into his hands and, in his twilight years, he could still secure a
valuable place in the top three.

(Martin Jakoubek)

Tip: Erik Le Viking — Nordstrand — Twickenham Park

3.30 - 7th race
136. VELKA PARDUBICKA SE SLAVIA POJISTOVNOU
Stcc — Class L — 6+ — 6,900 m — 5,000,000 CZK

Tipster’s verdict: Last year’s winning team has another ace up its sleeve. Final Orders may
not be quite as good as Stumptown, but he’s had an excellent season, culminating in a cross-
country triumph at the Cheltenham Festival. GODFREY, however, can capitalise on his
knowledge of the local conditions. He has already won the Velka Pardubicka and made a
great impression on his return from injury. On paper, it looks as though the race will be
decided between these two. However, High In The Sky showed last year that he can be
superbly prepared for the Velkd Pardubicka. Sacamiro has also won the Velkd Pardubicka,
and with his second place in June’s ‘million’ qualifier, he proved that even at the age of
thirteen, he cannot be written off. More was expected of Angkor Wat this year, but we still
remember how impressive his victory in the Cena Labe was.

(Ondrej Blahnik)

Tip: Godfrey — Final Orders — Sacamiro



